Te Waotu School
New entrant information book

Our Vision:
“To be a confident and resilient lifelong learner”

Our values:
Respect, responsibility, honesty, leadership, independence, humour, creativity, teamwork, motivation, and
environmental awareness

Dear Parents/Caregivers,
Thank you for choosing Te Waotu School and welcome to our school community! We are a school that is
proud of our place in the community and for all that has been achieved here over the years. We are also
excited by the opportunities that lay ahead!
Starting school is an exciting and important step in your child’s life – and your own! At Te Waotu School
we look forward to working with you and your child to make this important stage rewarding and positive.
Our staff are all great people and will go out of their way to make sure your child’s time here at Te Waotu
School is one of learning and enjoyment.
Please find a range of information shared below to help make this transition into school as easy for
everyone as possible.
We look forward to working alongside you over the coming years.
Regards,
Ryves Hunt

1274 Waotu Road, Putaruru Phone: 07 883 2815
email: office@tewaotu.school.nz or principal@tewaotu.school.nz

Meet our staff

What paperwork do I need to provide?
Documents needed for enrolling your child:








A copy of your child’s birth certificate or passport as proof of age
A copy of their immunisation certificate (this is in the back of your Well Child book or ask your family
doctor for a copy)
Medical information including your doctor’s contact details
Any legal documents, for example custody or access agreements the school should know about
If your child has been enrolled in early childhood education, their National Student Number (NSN), and
ECE leaver’s record
Contact details – your family phone numbers and address and someone the school can call in an
emergency if they can’t get hold of you
Copies of any paperwork from any learning, behaviour or medical interventions (that the school may
need to know about to better cater for your child)
Before school visits










Pre-school visits are recommended for all children starting school.
These visits are a great opportunity for you and your child to see what is going on in our new entrant
classroom and to for your child to make some new friends before they officially start.
Your first step is to ring our school office to inform us of your enrolment: 07 883 2815. It is best to do
this several months before your child turns five.
You will need to fill out an enrolment form, supply a birth certificate and an immunisation record (if
available).
Your child will visit our new entrant class three times before turning five.
The first two visits will be from 8.55am until 11.35am. Your child will be able to have morning tea with
all the other children and play with them during morning tea time. We will say good bye when we
come back in after play.
The third visit will be for the whole morning block. Should you wish to, your child will be able to stay
and have lunch with the other children.
You (parent or caregiver) are required to stay for the duration of the visit. This is a legal requirement
since the child has not yet started school.

What we would like to know about your child





If your child has any special health needs, and what to do to support them
What your child likes to do, what they are good at and what makes them happy
After-school plans and who picks up your child when you can’t
Anything that might affect how your child is feeling.

What can I expect in the first year?







Three transition to school days leading into their first day
School entry assessments to determine your child’s level
Interim (after six months at school) and anniversary reporting (after one year at school)
Additional meetings with the teacher if you wish
Participation in school events like athletics, cross country, swimming sports and opportunities to meet
with children at other local schools
Work shared with the rest of the school at assembly once a term

Learning in Room 1
Reading:
In Room 1 children start with learning the sounds that letters make and the letters that sounds make!
They start reading on the first day!
Students learn the letters and the sounds by using Jolly Phonics and Yoland Soryl's method. You can find
out more about by visiting the following websites:
http://www.yolandasoryl.com
http://jollylearning.co.uk/overview-about-jolly-phonics/
The children read short poems, we read our own writing, and we read books at Magenta level. We aim for
the children to be at Red level in a very short time. This is the level where real reading starts. The text is
too long for children to memorise, so they have to pay close attention to the written word.
When children start at Magenta level:







They learn where to start reading
They learn to read left to right
They learn to read/point word by word
They learn to listen to stories
The learn to retell stories
They learn to predict the story line

Please set aside a regular time each night to read to you child and for them to read to you. Make this time
enjoyable to help promote a good attitude towards reading. We also use Reading Eggs (an online reading
programme) to support the children. This is used by the children in the classroom and can also be
accessed from home. We ask that all parents subscribe this, at a school discounted price.
Writing:
Children are initially introduced to the writing process. This involves them being able to draw their story,
think of and remember a sentence, then record the sentence with the support of the teacher. Depending
on where your child is at with their learning they may record their idea using random shapes or symbols; or
by repeating letters, sounds or words they know. Once they become more familiar with letter sounds and
essential words they will start to use these to record their ideas with increasing accuracy.
Giving your child plenty of experiences really helps them develop their ideas and vocabulary which they are
able to apply to their writing. Taking time to talk to your child with things they are involved in really helps
with this. Within class, much of the writing we do is linked to shared classroom experiences or integrated
with other curriculum areas like reading and art.
Maths:
First children learn to count to 10 then to 20. They learn what numbers really mean and that we can make
numbers in different ways. They learn all the combinations within 5, then with 5. Children learn about 10
and what makes 10 and after that they learn about 10+.
We learn concepts to do with measurement, geometry, statistics and algebra.
The children play lots of games in Room 1 that are helpful for learning in maths. They also use a variety of
apps on our iPads like Maths Slide.

Mrs Pig, is a daily feature of our maths programme. This teaches students about the number of days at
school, even and odd numbers, and place value. We put a dollar on her ten frame each day we are at
school to keep track of time at school!

A final message from the us:
We would really appreciate you sharing your child's portfolio or profile book from their ECE service or
Kōhanga Reo. Children will be able to share this in class with the other children. It helps their transitioning
from an ECE Centre to Room 1.
Please ring or come and visit us in Room 1 if you need more information.
Kia ora,
Teachers at Te Waotu School

Supplementary information:

Supplementary information:
The following are some guidelines from the Ministry of Education regarding starting school

Teach your child the practical skills they'll need.
Before your child starts school, it's helpful if they can:








Do up their shoes
Put on and take off their coats
Go to the toilet and wash their hands
Blow their nose
Unpack and hang up their bags where they are told
Recognise when they are thirsty and get a drink of water
Ask for things they need

Help them get ready to learn.
They may find it easier to participate in the class if they:











Enter the school and classroom unassisted
Can sit on a chair at a table for a short time to complete an activity
Are comfortable being away from you
Know how to take turns, and wait for things
Know the names of colours
Know the letters of the alphabet
Know the numbers 1 to 9
Can hold a pencil correctly and use scissors
Can write their name
Are able to hold a picture book and turn the pages carefully.

In your child’s school bag:







Lunch and a water bottle. Get your child to help you pack their lunchbox. Talk about what is for
morning tea and what is for lunch
Pencils, exercise books, and other supplies the school has asked your child to bring. Some schools and
kura provide a list before school starts, others will give you a list in the first week
In the spring and summer terms a sunhat and sunblock (it's a good idea to apply sunblock at home
before they leave as well)
In the autumn and winter terms a warm hat and some extra layers in case it gets really cold
Their name on everything particularly hats, shoes and sweatshirts. Show your child where to look for
their name on their clothes.
A change of clothes. This can be reassuring for a child starting school or kura for the first time,
especially if they prone to toileting accidents

In the morning before you leave:





Get up early so that you have plenty of time to get ready and your child doesn't feel rushed and
stressed
Have a nutritious breakfast
If there is no school uniform, choose clothes and shoes that are easy for your child to manage by
themselves
Allow plenty of time for getting to school. On the way chat about what they think their day will be like
and what they want to do when they get home.

When you get to school:






Go into the classroom and say hello or kia ora to the teacher with your child
Tell the teacher about after school arrangements if you won't be the person picking your child up although it can help them settle in quicker if you can pick them up for the first few times
Show or remind your child where the toilets are and any other place it is important to know about,
such as where they will be collected at the end of the day
It helps children to feel they belong if they know other children. Make a point of stopping to chat with
children and parents you know as you arrive
Make goodbyes short. Teachers have a lot of experience helping children to settle in and managing an
upset child.

After school:











If you pick up your child ask the teacher how their day went
Expect your child to be very tired in the first few weeks. Make time when you get home to just hang
out. They might need to run around outside, chill out on a bean bag with some picture books, or just
collapse in front of the TV
Don't schedule in lots of afternoon activities to begin with - let them just get used to their new routines
first
Offer them a nutritious afternoon tea. They will probably be very hungry!
Let them adjust to being at home before asking too much about their day. It's a lot easier to get
children of any age to talk about their day when they are doing something else with you – helping to
make dinner, tidying up, or drying the dishes
Have a space where school papers goes – this is the beginning of you being inundated with newsletters,
permission slips, parent help requests etc. It's useful to make the space close to a calendar so you can
write in important dates
Make a time to read together. We will send home a reading book to share on the first day – there will
also be a home-school book .Get in the habit of having some shared reading every day, right from the
start.

