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Our vision:
To build confident and resilient lifelong learners.
Our mission (how we will achieve our
vision):
Teachers will empower students to be
active learners who work in
partnership with the teacher.

Teachers will ensure students know
what they are learning, when they
have been successful and where they
are going to next.

Self and peer assessment is a routine
step in the learning process.

Success criteria are most effective
when great examples of work are used
to show what quality looks like.

Teachers will use the learning
progressions in the curriculum in
order to confidently work with a
diverse range of students.

The school recognises the influence of
the home and will endeavour to build
and nurture learning focussed
partnerships with parents and
whanau.
Our values:
Kindness, respect, honesty,
responsibility, courage.
Our houses:
Haszard, Simmonds, Barnett,
Rongowhitiao

HAVE YOU…
 Registered for Year 7/8 basketball?
 Returned the permission slip for the Year 4/5 activity day?
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Kia ora koutou Parents and
Whanau.
Welcome to Term 2! I hope
that you have had a relaxing
break and were able to have
some quality time together
after what has been a demanding first term. We are looking forward to building
on the learning from Term 1 around our theme of community.
The big idea:
 A community is a group of people who share things in common (such as
place, values, customs, identity or purpose)
Essential understandings:
 Belonging to a community is important for people
 Each person within a community belongs, and has rights and responsibilities
within this group
 Communities can change or evolve (sometimes quickly in response to needs
or challenges)
 Events of the past can shape present day communities
 Communities structure or organise themselves in different ways
 Communities show their culture and values in different ways
With the change from alert levels to the COVID-19 protection framework, and a
shift to the orange stetting, schools are required to update their health and
safety plans. This will require some consultation and in the coming days you will
be invited to share your thoughts so that we can factor this into our decision
making.
There are many considerations for us, even at this setting, and it may transpire
that following this process there could be a change to how we are currently
operating. One thing that remains important for us is the wearing of face masks.
Even though these are not mandatory, masks are an effective measure in
mitigating the risk of spreading and catching COVID-19 and strongly
recommended.
With COVID-19 affecting families in the school holidays, and with children
currently absent from school due to this, it is important that we work together to
protect students, staff and families.
Kia pai tō koutou rā-have a nice day!

CURRENT OPERATING PROCEDURES
Health measures common to all framework settings:
Basic Hygiene
This includes good hand hygiene, cough, and sneeze etiquette, avoid touching your face, and regularly cleaning and
disinfecting surfaces. Hand sanitiser used at entrances to indoor spaces at Orange and Red.
If you are sick
Stay home and get tested. If you have cold, flu or COVID-19 symptoms, stay home. Call your doctor or Healthline on
0800 358 5453 for advice about getting tested.
Staff will observe children on arrival, checking for symptoms. Those presenting as unwell will have parents or
caregivers contacted to come and pick them up.
Case management
Cases of COVID-19 in a school will continue to be managed across the framework. The school and whānau should
follow public health guidance to identify who needs to self-isolate and get tested.
Ventilation
Indoor spaces should be well ventilated, for example by opening windows, doors, and any vents.
Vaccination
The best way to reduce the risk of severe illness from COVID-19 is to be up to date with vaccinations.
Additional measures:
Face masks
At Orange, face masks are no longer required at school however wearing a mask is a key health measure that slows
the spread of COVID-19 in indoor settings. For that reason, we ask that your child (if they are Year 4+) continues to
bring a mask to school every day and to wear this indoors. There will be other times that we’ll need to be more
vigilant about wearing masks, e.g., when we are having an assembly in the hall or if there are a high number of cases
at school or in the community.
Visitors to the school, including parents and whānau, need to wear a mask and at Orange, students aged 12 and
above are still required to wear a face mask on school or public transport.
Visitors
There are no restrictions on numbers of visitors on site although it is our preference that parents only visit for
essential reasons. We ask that people entering the school grounds are mindful of distancing and stay only for as
long as necessary. Longer term stays, e.g., transition to school visits or meetings with teachers, should be noted in
the visitor register (held in the office).
All visitors, including parents and caregivers need to wear a mask when indoors.
Attendance at school
All children should be attending school. Parents and whānau of children with complex medical needs should work
with the school to develop a plan to support attendance onsite.
Communication with the school
Should your child test positive or is required to remain at home as a household contact, then please let us know.
This allows us to follow through with procedures we have in place such as setting distance learning and monitoring
the well-being of others in that space.
TEACHER ONLY DAY
Tuesday 7th June. Purpose: Community of Learning | Kāhui Ako professional learning
Teachers from Putaruru Primary, Lichfield School, Te Waotu School, and Putaruru College will
be meeting to continue our learning around student agency. The school will be closed for
instruction.
BUSES
We want to ensure all children are where they need to be at the end of the day so if you have a child on the bus
please help us out with the following things:
 You must contact the school if they are going to be picked up. You can do this via email, a quick call, or by
coming into the office. This saves us valuable time at the end of the day following up with children. We have
also had some children come in to mark themselves off the bus lists however we are not comfortable with this
happening as it potentially can lead to errors.
 Any decisions to catch a different bus needs to be confirmed with the school first. While this is not likely to be a
problem we need to make sure that the children are recorded on the bus lists.

TEACHER AND PARENT LEARNING CONFERENCES
Over 17th and 18th May we are hosting parent and teacher learning conferences.
These are a valuable opportunity to hear about your child’s learning and progress, and a chance to ask questions and
share your thoughts so that we can become partners in your child’s education. We strongly encourage all parents
to attend-we would like to have 100% attendance of parents for all classes.
A booking form will be sent home soon.
Since the meetings are tightly scheduled it's worthwhile for you and your child to do some preparation in order to
make the most of this time:

Think about what you have noticed about your child's work or the way they talk about learning.

Talk to your child about how they feel about school and anything that they are really enjoying, finding too easy
or too difficult.

Ask your child if there's anything they want you to talk about with the teacher.

Go over any recent school reports or work samples and write down any questions you have about them.

Consider questions you might like to ask:
Does my child seem settled? How well do they get
along with others?
Does my child participate well in class?
Is my child progressing as expected?
What do they do well? What do they need help
with? What can I do at home to help?
Are there any areas of concern?
WINTER SPORT UPDATE
We are very pleased by the response to winter sports.
Netball:
 There is a large group of children at the Year 1/2 level who will be participating in
the Future Ferns netball programme.
 We have registered a team in the Year 3/4 competition however numbers were not
sufficient to enter a team in either the Year 5/6 or 7/8 competition.
 Netball is due to start Friday 6th May
Football:
 We have large numbers of students across all levels and our next step will be finding people who can help with
coaching. We have plenty of offers of support managing teams.
 We have registered the following teams: Year 1/2: 3 teams, Year 3/4: 1 team, Year 5/6: 1 team, Year 7/8: 1 team.
The numbers of children in the Year 3/4, Year 5/6, Year 7/8 teams is high and that, combined with a lack of
coaches, was not enough to be able to commit to a second team at these levels.
 The start of football has been delayed until Saturday 14th May.
Basketball:
 We have entered a team in the Year 5/6 competition. We are still accepting names for the Year 7/8 competition
as this does not take place until Term 3. We currently have five children registered at the Year 7/8 level and
another couple of children would work well. We’ll also be needing someone to coach this team.
 Basketball starts on Tuesday 10th May for Year 5/6.
PERSONAL DETAILS
Please share with us any updated information-change of address, change of email, phone numbers. It is extremely
important that we have these in case we need to get hold of you.

SCHOOL APP
Te Waotu School has a School App.
Go to the App Store on your Apple or Android device and search
‘SchoolAppsNZ’ to download the app onto your device. Then search ‘Te
Waotu School’ to find our app.
Your login details are generated by the school and sent in an email to the
email address we have on record. You will need to let us know that you are
keen to register.
If another family member wishes to have access to the app also, please
contact the school office so we can add in the extra people-we will need to
be provided with their name and email address.
Once this is set up please remember to sign up to School News for all school
updates, and the relevant classrooms and sports teams for your child.
For existing users, please update the rooms and events you wish to receive
information about. Just head to the three bars at the top left of the home
screen then go to alert subscriptions.
PRIDE ACTIVITIES
Many children have already started completing PRIDE activities and have been receiving recognition of their
achievements in assemblies. There are also many children who have said they are doing PRIDE but haven’t yet
started.
Some things for parents to think about:
 Aim to complete 3-4 activities per term.
 Identify those things naturally happening within the term and target those.
 Please support your child to record their achievement so that it reflects work of good quality and meets any
criteria around the task.
 Use the planning page at the back of each booklet to space out
activities during the year-this saves children scrambling at the last
minute and teachers being overloaded with tasks towards the end of
the year.
 Talk with your teacher around any tasks that may be suitable to do,
that are not listed.
SCHOOL ACCOUNT DETAILS
If you are wanting to pay for anything via internet banking our details are: 03-0418-0096222-000. In the particulars
section just enter your child’s name and reason for the payment in the reference section.
Note: Please be aware that the School Support Group have their own bank account details if your payment needs
to made to them.
UPCOMING EVENTS
4th May:
6th May:
6th May:
10th May:
14th May:
19th May:
6th June:
7th June:
9th June:
24th June:
8th July:
25th July:

Year 7/8 immunisations
Year 4/5 activity day-Finlay Park
Netball starts
Year 5/6 basketball starts
New start date for football
Lockdown training (whole school)
Queen’s Birthday-school closed
Teacher only day-school closed
School photos
Matariki-school closed
Last day of Term 2
First day of Term 3

NOHO ORA MAI
Sandra, Sarah, Cara, Synnove, Amber, Hildegard, Angela, Nadia, and Ryves

