
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Kia ora koutou parents and whanau. 

Many thanks to Cara for the structured literacy presentation last week.  She has 

a great deal of expertise in this area, and this is clearly evident through the 

quality of the presentation and the method in which she has implemented 

structured literacy across the school.  I would also like to acknowledge those 

parents who were able to attend-it was great to have you there. 

Reading is such an important skill to have.  Some would even say that there are 

few skills more important to acquire in today’s world than the ability to read.  

Reading (and writing too) is a gateway to academic achievement and a 

significant influence on outcomes as diverse as earning potential, and health and 

wellbeing.  

What are the benefits of reading? 

• Reading is essential for 

educational success and 

underpins a student’s ability to 
access the wider curriculum and 

achieve highly across it.  This 

becomes even more critical as 

children move through to higher 

levels of schooling. 

• Reading encourages brain activity.  Unlike watching television or streamed 

entertainment, reading requires focus. This engages the mind and stimulates 

more brain regions than passive forms of entertainment. 

• Reading improves vocabulary.  By exposing children to new words, reading 

can expand vocabulary. 

• Reading develops critical thinking.  Reading widely allows students to 

encounter different ideas and ways of understanding the world, compelling 

them to consider what they believe and why.  

• Reading can enhance mental and emotional wellbeing. The therapeutic 

effect of reading is known as bibliotherapy and research has proven the 

health benefits of reading which include: stress reduction, management of 

depression, and reducing memory loss. 

For us, promoting and supporting reading in the home is most helpful thing that 

parents and whanau can do and the effects of this strongly evident to classroom 

teachers.  If you would like to know more about how you can help, then please 

talk to your child’s teacher. 
Kia pai tō koutou rā-have a nice day. 
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Our vision: 

To build confident and resilient life-

long learners. 

 

Our mission (how we will achieve our 

vision): 

Teachers will empower students to be 

active learners who work in 

partnership with the teacher. 

 

Teachers will ensure students know 

what they are learning, when they 

have been successful and where they 

are going to next. 

 

Self and peer assessment is a routine 

step in the learning process. 

 

Success criteria are most effective 

when great examples of work are used 

to show what quality looks like. 

 

Teachers will use the learning 

progressions in the curriculum in 

order to confidently work with a 

diverse range of students. 

 

The school recognises the influence of 

the home and will endeavour to build 

and nurture learning focussed 

partnerships with parents and 

whanau. 

 

Our values: 

Kindness, respect, honesty, 

responsibility, courage. 

 

Our houses: 

Haszard, Simmonds, Barnett, 

Rongowhitiao 

 

 



 

 

 

 

HEADS UP…TO BE CONFIRMED THOUGH… 

Teachers have overwhelmingly rejected their latest pay offer and will now vote on industrial 

action, with a possible strike on the horizon.  If members vote to strike, there will be a full, one-

day strike on Thursday 16th March. 

 

JUNIOR AND SENIOR SWIMMING SPORTS 

Well done to all the students who were involved in both the junior and senior swimming sports last week.  

Swimming is something where we see real diversity in ability and confidence however across both events there were 

fantastic levels of participation from the children.  This was really noticeable with our senior competition due to the 

many children who pushed themselves beyond their comfort zone in some of the challenge events.  We also have a 

talented group of swimmers coming through who will be representing the school at the interschool event this 

coming week.  The behaviour and encouragement shown by all children at both events was outstanding! 

Many thanks to Sandra and Cara for their work getting everything organised leading into their events, and to the 

large crowd of parents who were there to support the children and teachers over both events (including Jo who took 

all these wonderful photos). 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

TALL POPPIES 

Please remember to let us know about any sport or cultural achievements of your son/daughter so that 

we can recognise them as one of our ‘tall poppies’.  Jacqui is the teacher in charge of this so you just 

email her (jacqui.skidmore@tewaotu.school.nz) a photo and description of the achievement so we can 

recognise them in assembly. 

 

BLACK AND WHITE DAY 

Ka mau te wehi te kura o Te Waotu!  We have raised a total of $204.70 which we will donate to 

support schools in Hawkes Bay and Tairāwhiti.  Ka rawe! 

Whaea Trish 
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UZABUS ROUTE 2166 SECOND TO GO 

Uzabus are short of drivers and this could cause problems with the timing of the 2166 route (second to go).  This is 

the route that travels the circuit of Putaruru, Te Waotu, Arapuni, Putaruru.  It may cause delays of up to 25 minutes 

as another route is completed first before embarking on this one.  We realise this isn’t ideal and will keep you 

informed of any days where the children may be affected by this. 

 

PRIDE HOMEWORK PROGRAMME 

PRIDE activity booklets and a planning form have been sent home.  The planning sheet is very useful for parents and 

children to ensure activities are spaced throughout the year and tasks are linked to periods when things will be 

naturally happening.  Teachers also use the planning sheets to assist each child to get through their activities.    

Some useful tips when choosing activities: 

• Start with choosing the things that your child already does, e.g., helping around 

the home, participating in sports and clubs.  After that, fill the gaps with new 

activities or experiences. 

• Encourage your child to try something new to challenge them-especially if they 

are into their second, third or fourth year! 

• Aim for completing 3-4 activities per term.  

• Remember to take photos to show your child completing their activities and add 

captions or descriptions.  You may like to consider presenting these using 

PowerPoint or Google classroom. 

If you have any questions, then please contact your child's teacher.  

 

YEAR 4/5 OVERNIGHT STAY 

The overnight stay for our Year 4-5 students is happening later this term!   

The students will sleep over at school on the night of Thursday 30th March then, after breakfast they will be off to 

take part in archery, kayaking and some orienteering and camp cooking!  We are really excited about what has been 

planned and can’t wait to make it happen! 
If you’d like to be a parent help for this, then please visit the office to get the police vetting process underway.   
 

READING NIGHTS REMINDER 

We recognise the individual efforts of children reading outside of school hours with certificates 

that acknowledge the number of nights that they have read.  Children are awarded a certificate 

for every 25 nights of reading that they do.  A night is a minimum of 10 minutes reading for 

children in Room 1, 15 minutes for children in Rooms 2, and 20 minutes for students in Rooms 4, 

5 and 6.  Now that certificates are being given out it is important that children are having their 

reading signed off by a parent at home on a daily basis.  No bulk or backdated nights will be 

accepted.  

 

TEACHER ONLY DAY 

• Monday 24th April. 

Teachers from Putaruru Primary, Lichfield School, Putaruru College and Te Waotu 

School will be meeting to continue professional learning as part the Putaruru 

Community of Learning | Kāhui Ako.  A Community of Learning | Kāhui Ako is a 
group of education providers working together to help improve student outcomes.  

Each Community of Learning sets shared goals, or achievement challenges based on 

the particular needs of its children and ours has a focus on improving engagement.  

The idea is that by collaborating and sharing expertise, students' learning pathways are supported and their 

transition through the education system improved.  

School will be closed for instruction on this day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

COVID-19 

With a number of cases at school we ask that all families monitor children for signs of illness, 

and if they present as unwell, to keep them at home and test them.   

As a reminder, for those that test positive:   

• Contact the school straight away.  Knowing we have cases allows us to monitor classes 

and be more proactive.  Report your result by heading to: 

https://covid19.govt.nz/testing-and-isolation/if-you-have-covid-19/ 

• Reduce contact with people in your household. For example, sleep by yourself if you can, 

and limit the time you spend in shared spaces. If you cannot, consider wearing a face 

mask that covers your nose and mouth. 

• Clean and disinfect surfaces regularly. This includes things you touch often, like door 

handles, light switches and phones. 

• Ventilation: open windows to increase fresh air flow inside. The risk of spreading COVID-19 is highest in crowded 

and poorly ventilated indoor spaces. 

For household contacts: 

• Household contacts do not need to isolate. 

• If you are a household contact, you should test daily for 5 days with a rapid antigen test (RAT) from the day the 

person with COVID-19 tested positive. 

• Wear a face mask if you leave your home during your 5 days of testing. 

• If you test positive for COVID-19, you must self-isolate for 7 days. 

 

IGNITE ARTS ACADEMY-MUSIC LESSONS 

Music lessons have started an the following link can be used to register interest: 

https://www.ignitearts.co.nz/registration/ 

For students in Years 1-2 the Ignite the Beatz programme has been designed 

specifically for them. Each term the student gets to try two new instruments.  It is 

designed to be a year long programme, but students can enter and exit at the 

beginning of any term.  At the end of the programme, the students would have had 

a good feel for a variety of instruments and this should give them an indication of 

which particular instrument they would like to continue with. 

 

SCHOOL ACCOUNT DETAILS 

If you are wanting to pay for anything via internet banking our details are: 03-0418-0096222-000.  In the particulars 

section just enter your child’s name and reason for the payment in the reference section.   
Note: Please be aware that the School Support Group have their own bank account details if your payment needs 

to made to them. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

6th, 7th 8th March: Senior camp (Years 6, 7, 8) 

9th March: Interschool swimming sports 

10th March: Assembly hosted by Room 1 

24th March: Assembly hosted by Room 6 

27th March: Habits of highly effective people (Year 7/8) 

30th-31st March: Year 4/5 overnight stay and activity day 

3rd April: Habits of highly effective people (Year 7/8) 

7th April-23rd April: School holidays (includes Good Friday, Easter Monday, Easter Tuesday) 

24th April: Teacher only day-school closed for instruction 

25th April: ANZAC Day 

26th April: First day of Term 2 

 

Please note: There may be some slight changes to these dates as we progress through the term. 

 

NOHO ORA MAI 

Sandra, Sarah, Cara, Jacqui, Inge, Trish, Hildegard, Angela, Nadia, and Ryves 

 

 

https://covid19.govt.nz/testing-and-isolation/if-you-have-covid-19/
https://www.ignitearts.co.nz/registration/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


